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Scotland’s recovery from Covid-19 and a Vision for Scotland’s 
Railways  
 

“That this Congress commends the vital role key workers, including rail 
workers, have played throughout the pandemic.   
  
“Scotland’s railways are at the heart of how the nation can meet its targets 
to tackle poverty and inequality, to enable the economy to grow and to 
enable people to connect with jobs, families and educational 
opportunities. A report published in 2021 by the Railway Industry 
Association found that for every £1 spent on rail, £2.50 of income was 
generated in the UK economy.   
  
“Congress believes Scotland’s railways that can make one of the biggest 
contributions to meeting climate change targets and investment in more 
rail electrification and further rail line re-openings would make a large 
contribution to the Scottish Government’s Climate Change strategy that 
aims to cut 75% of emissions by 2030.   
  
“Congress believes it is vital Scotland’s rail infrastructure is properly 
maintained and resilient to the impacts of climate change and notes 
extreme weather caused by climate change may have contributed to the 
Stonehaven derailment in 2020.   
  
“Congress supports the Scottish Government’s decision to take ScotRail 
into public ownership from April 2022 and believes that the best way to 
create a safe, secure and accessible railway and to grow the use of the 
railway in Scotland – and therefore bring about benefits including 
environmental sustainability, reduced carbon emissions and economic 
growth in Scotland – is to invest in and expand the railway.   
    
“Congress is concerned that following the Docherty report there were 
proposals to cut 300 daily train services, close 3 ticket offices and reduce 
opening hours of 120 more. Congress is also concerned that the Scottish 
Government’s budget for 2022-23 includes a significant reduction in 
funding for rail infrastructure.   
  
“Congress calls on the Scottish Government to reject cuts to services and 
ticket offices and to protect our climate and communities.  
  



“Congress agrees that ScotRail and the Caledonian Sleeper should be 
held permanently in the public sector for the good of the nation, regarded 
as the asset they are, and not allowed to be privatised or subject to under 
investment at the political whim of any party governing in Scotland.   
  

Congress notes “A Vision for Scotland’s Railways”, launched just prior to 
COP26 last year, setting out a progressive vision for Scotland’s railways 
with people, communities and workers at its heart and not subjected to 
profit extraction by privateers or restricted by public sector cuts.   
   
‘‘Congress calls on the STUC General Council to:   
  

• Adopt the rail unions’ document “A Vision for Scotland’s Railways” 
and lobby the Scottish Government to implement the 
recommendations.   

 

• Respond to any future Scottish Government consultations on the 
railway, calling for increased investment and expansion and against 
any cuts to staffing, infrastructure or facilities. 

 
• Continue to support the work of the Scottish rail unions and 

campaign publicly and politically on these issues.”  
  
Mover:  National Union of Rail, Maritime & Transport Workers  
  
Seconder: The Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers and 
   Firemen   
  
Supporter:  Transport Salaried Staffs’ Association  
 


